"Never Surrender” The case of Jimmy Mugs
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jimmy Mugs, a 4-year-old English bulldog lives an hour south of Boston.   He nipped his owner’s hand while playing, requiring a stitch.  The visit to the doctor triggered a visit from the animal control officer (ACO).  Jimmy was seized by the ACO.  The owner was told to sign surrender paperwork or the dog would be killed immediately.  Once retained, we contacted the city and demanded a fair and meaningful hearing.   Within a week Jimmy Mugs was freed and cleared of any wrongdoing.  Pet owners should never sign paperwork surrendering a pet unless their lawyer reviews it.   Our client’s property was taken without a hearing.  According to the 5th and 14th Amendments to our Constitution: “No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law.”  

